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Alabama

CBS News: Health care costs: Alabama hospital sues patient to collect medical
debt after appendectomy

KFF Health News: Rural Hospitals and Patients Are Disconnected From Modern
Care

ProPublica: In Alabama, A Public Hospital Serves the Poor — with Lawsuits

California

Healthcare Dive: Hospitals failing to provide charity care notices, California AG
alleges

KFF Health News: Patients in California County May See Refunds, Debt Relief
From Charity Care Settlement

Los Angeles Times: Some hospitals didn't put charity care rules on sites when
required

The Wall Street Journal: Big Hospitals Provide Skimpy Charity Care-Despite
Billions in Tax Breaks

The Wall Street Journal: Massachusetts, California Weigh New Curbs on
Private-Equity Medical Acquisitions

Colorado

9News: Debt in the dark: UCHealth sues patients daily and some have no idea
why

The Colorado Sun: UCHealth sues thousands of patients every year. But you
won't find its name on the lawsuits.

Denver7: Colorado man questions more than $100,000 surprise hospital bill after
potential brain aneurysm

Truthout: Workers' Wages Continue to Be Garnished to Pay Off Medical Debt
KFF Health News: Doctor Tripped Up by $64K Bill for Ankle Surgery and
Hospital Stay

KFF Health News: Scorpion Peppers Caused Him 'Crippling' Pain. Two Years
Later, the ER Bill Stung Him Again.

Florida

NBC News: After Cleveland Clinic expanded to Florida, patients say surprise
fees followed
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https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/nonprofit-hospitals-vs-for-profit-charity-care-spending-11657936777?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/massachusetts-california-weigh-new-curbs-on-private-equity-medical-acquisitions-0dc1ffa4
https://www.9news.com/article/news/investigations/uchealth-sues-patients-daily-and-some-have-no-idea-why/73-26511c7b-2646-4d99-bca8-754ad7afa0c5
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https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-care/cleveland-clinic-florida-patients-facility-fees-rcna219599
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The Guardian: US patients charged for 'hospital facility fees' — even if they don’t
set foot in one
WEFTV: Hospital fees hit patients who didn’t even visit the hospital
South Florida Sun-Sentinel: When Florida hospitals don’t provide costs up
front, patients often face big bills
WUSEF: Florida probes hospitals for price transparency
Axios: Hospitals still suing patients in coronavirus hotspots
KFF Health News: A Medicaid Patient Had a Heart Attack While Traveling. He
Owed Almost $78,000.
KFF Health News: ER’s Error Lands a 4-Year-Old in Collections (For Care He
Didn’t Receive)

Georgia

Idaho

GPB: Impending hospital closure rattles Atlanta health care landscape and
political races

The Washington Post: Two hospitals are being fined for disobeying price
transparency rules

Georgia Watch: Have you gotten a surprise medical bill? This is what you need
to know to fight them

The Georgia Sun: Her son was transferred to an out-of-network hospital in an
emergency. She got a surprise bill for $11,000.

East Idaho News: Medical Recovery Services ordered to pay $127K in legal
fees after wrongfully suing a local woman

East Idaho News: Thousands to treat a runny nose? New Post Falls hospital’s
billing practices under scrutiny

KTVB: How Idahoans can protect themselves against surprise medical billing

lllinois

Crain's Chicago Business: Nonprofit hospital tax breaks under fire

KFF Health News: The Colonoscopies Were Free. But the ‘Surgical Trays’
Came With $600 Price Tags.

Crain's Chicago Business: Opinion: Nonprofit hospitals deserve more scrutiny
The Wall Street Journal: Hospitals Often Don’t Help Needy Patients, Even
Those Who Qualify

Indiana

The Guardian: ‘Unlimited dollars’: how an Indiana hospital chain took over a
region and jacked up prices



https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/article/2024/jun/09/patients-charged-hospital-facility-fees
https://www.wftv.com/news/local/hospital-fees-hit-patients-who-didnt-even-visit-hospital/ELRWTMUDHNFZJHPN5QFJ7VBWXI/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida/2025/06/16/florida-hospitals-hidden-charges-billing/
https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2025-06-02/florida-attorney-general-issues-subpoenas-hospital-probe-price-transparency
https://www.axios.com/2020/08/21/hospitals-lawsuits-patients-coronavirus
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/out-of-state-surprise-billing-medicaid-bill-of-the-month-may-2025/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/hospital-sent-4-year-old-to-collections-emergency-room/
https://www.gpb.org/news/2022/09/15/impending-hospital-closure-rattles-atlanta-health-care-landscape-and-political
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/06/09/two-hospitals-are-being-fined-disobeying-price-transparency-rules/
https://georgiawatch.org/have-you-gotten-a-surprise-medical-bill-this-is-what-you-need-to-know-to-fight-them/
https://thegeorgiasun.com/family/her-son-was-transferred-to-an-out-of-network-hospital-in-an-emergency-she-got-a-surprise-bill-for-11000/
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2025/03/medical-recovery-services-ordered-to-pay-127k-in-legal-fees-after-suing-woman-over-460-hospital-bill/
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2025/11/thousands-to-treat-a-runny-nose-new-post-falls-hospitals-billing-practices-under-scrutiny/
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/local/local-how-idahoans-can-protect-themselves-against-surprise-medical-billing/277-2893f647-5a3e-452f-a59e-94a7ccbb996c
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/health-pulse/nonprofit-hospital-tax-breaks-criticized
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/bill-of-the-month-free-colonoscopies-random-supplies-charge/
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/letters-editor/nonprofit-hospitals-deserve-more-scrutiny-opinion
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nonprofit-hospitals-financial-aid-charity-care-11668696836
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/oct/17/indiana-medical-debt-parkview-hospital
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WVPE: Healthcare Headlines: Her colonoscopy should cost her $0. Why was
she asked to pay $765?

The Daily Reporter: TOO BIG TO CARE: How an Indiana hospital chain took
over a region and jacked up prices

Indiana Capital Chronicle: Charitable care stagnant even as nonprofit hospitals
sue Hoosiers

Mirror Indy: ‘I'm not going without food’: Hoosiers burdened by medical debt call
for change

lowa Public Radio: Report finds more than two dozen lowa hospitals not in
compliance with federal price transparency rules

Des Moines Register: He went to get medication for ADHD. MercyOne charged
him nearly $1,500 in facility fees.

CBS2 lowa: SPECIAL REPORT: Surprise medical bills

lowa Capital Dispatch: Congrats on the baby — now pay up

Kentucky

The State Journal: Guest columnist: Profits over patients?

Louisville Public Media: For years, a powerful Louisville hospital sued people
for unpaid bills. Experts say they could have gotten free care

WHAS11: 'You either die or you get buried in bills": Patients sued for payment of
medical debt

Louisiana

American Press: Dozens of Louisiana hospitals in violation of price
transparency order

National Nurses United: LCMC Fleecing Patients

Louisiana llluminator: The weight of medical debt is particularly crushing in
Louisiana

Massachusetts

WCVB: Mass. man went to urgent care but was hit with a hospital bill

Axios: Massachusetts health cost regulator reprimands Mass General Brigham
The Boston Globe: Steward CEO Ralph de la Torre refuses to comply with
federal subpoena

USA Today: Steward Health Care bankruptcy to shutter hospitals, leaving
patients stranded

The Wall Street Journal: Massachusetts, California Weigh New Curbs on
Private-Equity Medical Acquisitions



https://www.wvpe.org/2024-03-13/healthcare-headlines-her-colonoscopy-should-cost-her-0-why-was-she-asked-to-pay-765
https://www.greenfieldreporter.com/2024/10/18/too-big-to-care-how-an-indiana-hospital-chain-took-over-a-region-and-jacked-up-prices/
https://indianacapitalchronicle.com/2024/08/05/charitable-care-stagnant-even-as-nonprofit-hospitals-sue-hoosiers/
https://mirrorindy.org/indiana-medical-debt-relief-senate-bill-276-hospital-association/
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/health/2024-03-06/iowa-hospitals-not-in-compliance-federal-price-transparency
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/2024/03/11/what-are-facilities-fees-they-could-drastically-increase-doctor-bills/72841928007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=false&gca-epti=z113117u114117e112450v113117&gca-ft=25&gca-ds=sophi
https://cbs2iowa.com/news/local/special-report-surprise-medical-bills-05-14-2019
https://iowacapitaldispatch.com/2021/10/17/congrats-on-the-baby-now-pay-up-column/
https://state-journal.com/2023/09/21/guest-columnist-profits-over-patients/
https://www.lpm.org/investigate/2023-11-20/for-years-a-powerful-louisville-hospital-sued-people-for-unpaid-bills-experts-say-they-could-have-gotten-free-care
https://www.whas11.com/article/news/investigations/focus/dr-debt/417-4e301024-057b-4b32-aadf-0b5aa724cf61
https://americanpress.com/2025/07/30/dozens-of-louisiana-hospitals-in-violation-of-trump-price-transparency-order/
https://www.nationalnursesunited.org/lcmc/fleecing-patients
https://lailluminator.com/2024/01/25/medical-debt/
https://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-man-urgent-care-hit-with-hospital-bill/64784734
https://www.axios.com/2022/01/25/mass-general-brigham-hospital-hpc-performance-plan
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/09/04/business/steward-ceo-ralph-de-la-torre-federal-subpoena/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2024/08/29/steward-bankruptcy-closes-hospitals/74671106007/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/massachusetts-california-weigh-new-curbs-on-private-equity-medical-acquisitions-0dc1ffa4
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Michigan

InvestigateTV: Mergers of hospitals, doctors' offices contribute to patients
footing the bill

Bridge Michigan: Unpaid medical debt? Michigan may soon limit how creditors
can come after it

CBS News: A look into medical bill debt in Michigan

New Jersey

NorthJersey.com: NJ man charged $25K as hospital, insurer disputed contract
NorthJersey.com: NJ woman was charged $225K for 3-day hospital stay. She
fought it

KFF Health News: After Accident, Patient Crashes Into $700,000 Bill for Spine
Surgery

NBC New York: I-Team: Hospital Charges $17,000 to Stitch a 2-Inch Cut in
Emergency Room

NBC New York: I-Team: New Jersey Hospital Charges Man Nearly $9,000 to
Bandage Cut Finger

New York

New York Focus: Medical Debt Reforms Haven't Stopped Fear of Health...
Times Union: Nonprofit hospitals must live up to their end of the bargain
Syracuse.com: How NY state, Upstate Medical haul thousands of sick and poor
into court for little gain

North Carolina

KFF Health News: A Mom Owed Nearly $102,000 for Hospital Care. Her State
Attorney General Said to Pay Up.

KFF Health News: Hospitals Said They Lost Money on Medicare Patients. Some
Made Millions, a State Report Finds.

KFF Health News: North Carolina Hospitals Have Sued Thousands of Their
Patients, a New Report Finds

MedPage Today: NC Nonprofit Hospital Execs Made Over $1.75B Since 2010,
Report Shows

North Carolina Health News: Who gets a bed in NC’s state psychiatric hospitals
— and who waits?

Asheville Citizen-Times: Opinion: It's time to hold nonprofit hospitals in NC
accountable

The Charlotte Ledger: A patient's struggle for clarity



https://www.investigatetv.com/2024/08/12/costly-care-hospital-mergers-with-doctors-offices-contribute-patients-footing-bill/
https://bridgemi.com/michigan-government/unpaid-medical-debt-michigan-may-soon-limit-how-creditors-can-come-after-it/
https://www.cbsnews.com/detroit/news/medical-bill-debt-in-michigan/
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/health/2024/09/10/nj-man-charged-25k-as-hospital-insurer-disputed-contract/75069279007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=false&gca-epti=z1179xxe1179xxv000002&gca-ft=159&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.northjersey.com/story/news/health/2024/02/20/nj-woman-was-charged-225k-for-3-day-hospital-stay-she-fought-it/72595480007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z114902e1101xxv114902d--54--b--54--&gca-ft=154&gca-ds=sophi
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/after-accident-patient-crashes-into-700000-bill-for-spine-surgery/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/hospital-cost-emergency-finger-injury-17000-dollars-bill-bandage-united-healthcare-insurance-medical-investigation/840055/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/i-team-nj-hospital-charges-8k-to-bandage-a-cut-finger/891326/
https://nysfocus.com/2023/10/27/medical-debt-lawsuit-albany-health
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/nonprofit-hospitals-live-end-bargain-18459545.php?IPID=Times-Union-opinion-centerpiece
https://www.syracuse.com/health/2023/12/how-ny-state-upstate-medical-haul-thousands-of-sick-and-poor-into-court-for-little-gain.html
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/north-carolina-attorney-general-medical-debt-collection/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/north-carolina-hospitals-medicare-report/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/north-carolina-hospitals-patient-debt-lawsuits/
https://www.medpagetoday.com/special-reports/features/103127
https://www.northcarolinahealthnews.org/2024/09/23/hospital-facility-fees-but-no-hospital/
https://www.citizen-times.com/story/opinion/2023/04/02/opinion-its-time-to-hold-nonprofit-hospitals-in-nc-accountable/70005151007/
https://charlotteledger.substack.com/p/medical-billing-problems-cancer-patient
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North Dakota

InForum: Port: Why should it cost 600% more to have a baby in Fargo?

North Dakota Monitor: You've covered your copayment; now brace yourself for

the ‘facility fee’
InForum: The true cost of North Dakota's strained hospitals: 'He could’ve easily
died in my home'

Ohio
o Ohio Capital Journal: This small-town Ohio hospital sued 2,700 patients in two
years for unpaid medical bills
o Dayton Daily News: Many Ohio nonprofit hospitals are ‘nonprofit’ in name only
o The Columbus Dispatch: Hidden hospital fees left me in a $76K hole. Ohioans
need transparency
Oregon

PIRG: Oregon needs to stop hidden and unjustified hospital facility fees

The New York Times: They Were Entitled to Free Care. These Hospitals Sued
Them Anyway.

KFF Health News: State Laws Ban Surprise Medical Bills. She Got One for
$227K And Fought Back.

KGWS8: Oregonians not protected from surprise medical bills

Pennsylvania

TribLIVE: Corporate hospital monopolies driving Pa.’s health care crisis
Healthcare Dive: Pennsylvania attorney general sues Prospect Medical alleging
‘corporate greed’

Spotlight PA: PA nonprofit hospitals could face new scrutiny « Spotlight PA
WHYY: Prospect, Crozer Health’s parent company, has long history of siphoning
millions from hospitals

South Carolina

Palmetto Promise Institute: The Hidden Costs of Healthcare: Why South
Carolinians Need Billing Transparency & a Right to Shop

WBTV: South Carolina law allows hospitals to garnish paychecks and tax
refunds to collect medical debt

Becker's Hospital Review: South Carolina hospital sued over debt collection
practices

South Carolina Public Radio: InDebted: South Carolina’s medical debt is 2nd-
worst in the US



https://www.inforum.com/opinion/columns/port-why-should-it-cost-600-more-to-have-a-baby-in-fargo
https://northdakotamonitor.com/2024/04/26/youve-covered-your-copayment-now-brace-yourself-for-the-facility-fee/
https://www.inforum.com/the-true-cost-of-north-dakotas-strained-hospitals-he-couldve-easily-died-in-my-home
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2025/10/07/this-small-town-ohio-hospital-sued-2700-patients-in-two-years-for-unpaid-medical-bills/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/ideas-voices/many-ohio-nonprofit-hospitals-are-nonprofit-in-name-only/7WJXZGYMCVBLXO3Q73B42BYL3Y/
https://www.dispatch.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2024/06/26/ohio-house-bill-hospital-price-transparency-bill-49/74069470007/
https://pirg.org/oregon/articles/oregon-needs-to-stop-hidden-and-unjustified-hospital-facility-fees/
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/24/business/nonprofit-hospitals-poor-patients.html%23:~:text%3DThe%2520suit%2520alleged%2520that%2520Providence,for%2520free%2520care%2520in%2520Washington.
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/even-with-insurance-she-faced-227k-in-medical-bills-what-it-took-to-get-answers/
https://www.kgw.com/article/news/investigations/oregonians-not-protected-from-surprise-medical-bills/283-949204
https://triblive.com/opinion/adam-l-buckalew-corporate-hospital-monopolies-driving-pa-s-health-care-crisis/
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/pennsylvania-attorney-general-sues-prospect-medical-leonard-green/731555/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/03/pa-nonprofit-hospital-property-tax-exemption-court-ruling/
https://whyy.org/articles/crozer-health-prospect-medical-long-history-siphoning-millions-hospitals/
https://palmettopromise.org/the-hidden-costs-of-healthcare-why-south-carolinians-need-billing-transparency-a-right-to-shop/
https://www.wbtv.com/2022/05/27/it-needs-oversight-south-carolina-law-allows-hospitals-garnish-paychecks-tax-refunds-collect-medical-debt/
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/south-carolina-hospital-sued-over-debt-collection-practices/
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/podcasts/2023-04-07/indebted-south-carolinas-medical-debt-is-2nd-worst-in-the-us-and-hospitals-dont-always-make-it-better
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Tennessee

o Becker's Hospital Review: False billing scheme hinders reopening of several
Tennessee hospitals

o« KFF Health News: Hospital Giant HCA Fends Off Accusations of Questionable
Inpatient Admissions

« The Tennessean: Why many Tennessee hospitals aren't transparent about
pricing

o KFF Health News: Six Years Into an Appalachia Hospital Monopoly, Patients
Are Fearful and Furious

o KFF Health News: Tennessee Tries To Rein In Ballad’s Hospital Monopoly After
Years of Problems

o KFF Health News: The ER Charged Him $6,500 for Six Stitches. No Wonder His
Wife Avoided the ER.

o KFF Health News: The Hospital Bills Didn’'t Find Her, but a Lawsuit Did — Plus
Interest

« KPRC Click2Houston: ‘It's absolutely outrageous’: Houston resident charged
surprise $400 ‘facility fee’ after doctor visit

« Houston Chronicle: Hospital facility fees are driving up health care costs in
Houston

e PIRG: Why are Texas doctors’ offices charging hospital fees?

o KFF Health News: Few Places Have More Medical Debt Than Dallas-Fort
Worth, but Hospitals There Are Thriving

o« KFF Health News: Out for Blood? For Routine Lab Work, the Hospital Billed Her
$2,400

Virginia

o Axios: Virginia hospitals fall short on price transparency: report

o« The New York Times: How a Hospital Network Used a Poor Neighborhood to
Turn Huge Profits

o KFF Health News: UVA Health Still Squeezing Money From Patients — By
Seizing Their Home Equity

o The Daily Progress: CEO of UVa Health has prioritized 'profit over patients'

o Consumers for Quality Care: How nonprofit hospitals in VA put profits over
patients

« The New York Times: Hundreds Sue Virginia Hospital and Executives Over
Unneeded Surgeries



https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/false-billing-scheme-hinders-reopening-of-several-tennessee-hospitals/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/hca-hospitals-admissions-accusations/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/health/2023/07/25/why-many-tennessee-hospitals-arent-transparent-about-pricing-report/70455971007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=false&gca-epti=z115028u116628e1179xxv115028&gca-ft=24&gca-ds=sophi
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/ballad-health-tennessee-virginia-hospitals-merger-monopoly-complaints/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/tennessee-ballad-health-copa-hospital-monopoly-quality-of-care/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/bill-of-the-month-emergency-room-surprise-billing-6500-dollars-for-six-stitches/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/bill-of-the-month-june-2023-undeliverable-unreceived-hospital-bills-medical-debt/
https://www.click2houston.com/news/investigates/2024/05/02/its-absolutely-outrageous-houston-resident-charged-surprise-400-facility-fee-after-doctor-visit/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/health/article/hospital-facility-fees-driving-health-care-costs-19979090.php
https://pirg.org/edfund/articles/why-are-texas-doctors-offices-charging-hospital-fees/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/medical-debt-hospitals-dallas-fort-worth/?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20First%20Edition&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=227548030&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9hVh95tvnjqHeDGHHRMA9aGnm30YFi02ewMWQfapMmqVWMm2HXPmLz1jGx6r2OtpoYMN4GhXvz0Co6PFMx8A0AIvn7ubIrzB4yB104sX8eo2v0RhA&utm_content=227548030&utm_source=hs_email
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/routine-bloodwork-lab-work-tests-surprise-bill/
https://www.axios.com/local/richmond/2024/12/05/virginia-hospitals-price-transparency-review
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/24/health/bon-secours-mercy-health-profit-poor-neighborhood.html
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/uva-health-property-liens-patient-medical-debt/
https://richmond.com/news/state-and-regional/uva-surgeons-detail-upcoding-they-say-allowed-health-system-to-fraudulently-bill-patients/article_7af28c3f-8494-5871-8cc9-d9c2ce6569c4.html?mode=nowapp
https://richmond.com/opinion/column/commentary-when-it-comes-to-profits-nonprofit-hospitals-are-anything-but-charitable/article_01102af6-3233-11ee-8dbc-530a4dc507bc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/29/health/chesapeake-hospital-lawsuit-perwaiz.html
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Washington

o Healthcare Dive: PeaceHealth will pay up to $13.4M to settle charity care probe

o KFF Health News: At Catholic Hospitals, a Mission of Charity Runs Up Against
High Care Costs for Patients

e« The New York Times: Rural Hospitals Are Shuttering Their Maternity Units



https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/peacehealth-will-pay-up-to-134m-to-settle-charity-care-probe/700449/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/catholic-hospitals-charitable-mission-high-care-costs/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/24/business/nonprofit-hospitals-poor-patients.html






